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Abstract 
The bachelor thesis The Strategic Defence Initiative Program (SDI) in the 
Context of the British-American Relationship analyses the British view on the 
strategic defense programme, which was proclaimed in March 1983. It aims to 
find out whether the development of SDI meant a breaking point for the British-
American Relationship, or it merely served as an opportunity to realize the 
possibilities offered by the relation. After a brief characteristic of the „Special 
Relationship“ and its development since World War II, the main focus is put on 
the era of Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan and their mutual interactions 
concerning SDI. It describes the journey from the proclamation of SDI through 
the signing of the participation agreement with Great Britain to the ending of the 
Cold War and also the factors that influenced the British attitude during this time. 
The era of Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan is generally viewed as a time of 
peak intensity of the Special Relationship, the best since the times of World War 
II. 
 
